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1.- Presentation 

• Personal Presentation (what do you do) 

• Institutions (where do you work) 

• Public Outreach department (is there anyone 
in your institution?) 
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2.- What is Public Outreach? 

 

• What do you understand as “public 
outreach”? 
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“The social contract is not 
complete until the results are 
communicated” 
 
Mitton, 2001 
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3.- The interview 
What the journalist expects (Matthew Stibbe “Bad Language”): 
• Be yourself 

• Let him lead 

• Don’t talk too quickly 

• Don’t be put offf by tape recorders 

• Agree an agenda and shedule 

• Don’t ask for questions in advance 

• Do your own research 

• Do think about what you want to say 

• Remember what the interviewer wants 

• Be accesible 

• Don’t ask to review the article 

• Train yourself previously 
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3.- The interview 

 

“Create with the journalist a unique experience" 
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A scientist’s cheklist for interviews 
From the book “The hands-on guide for science communicators”, written by Lars Lindberg Christensen (ESO EPO Department), Springer, 2007. 
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3.- The public talk 

 

 

 

Precision- 
Choose what you want to say: it is much more 
better to say 4 things clearly than 10 creating a too 
much information mix. 
 

Aesthetics- 

The damn of power point… 
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3.- The public talk 

Consider-  

 

• Clarity (no jargon) 

• Analogies and metaphores 

• Human side 

• Diagrams?? 

• What and Why (passion) 

• Tell a story… 
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3.- The public talk 

 

“Create with the public  

a unique experience" 
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A scientist’s cheklist for public presentations 
From the book “The hands-on guide for science communicators”, written by Lars Lindberg Christensen (ESO EPO Department), Springer, 2007. 
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4.- From the paper to the newspaper 

Paper:  

A Two-Tiered Approach to Assessing the 
Habitability of Exoplanets 

News: 

Found: Planet that's just like Earth 

Scientists Believe Planet Gliese 581g Could 
Contain Liquid Water 

Most liveable alien worlds ranked 
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4.- From the paper to the newspaper 

Outreach Workshop- Natalia Ruiz Zelmanovitch. 28-30 November, 2011, CSIC headquarters, Madrid 

From the book “The hands-on guide for science communicators”, written by Lars Lindberg Christensen (ESO EPO Department), Springer, 2007. 



4.- From the paper to the newspaper 
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4.- From the paper to the newspaper 
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A scientist’s cheklist for press releases 
From the book “The hands-on guide for science communicators”, written by Lars Lindberg Christensen (ESO EPO Department), Springer, 2007. 
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5.- Credibility 
Arsenic vs Neutrinos: how to do things right 
 
Arsenic: 
NASA-Funded Research Discovers Life Built With Toxic Chemical 
 
NASA Discovers New Life: Arsenic Bacteria With DNA Completely Alien 

To What We Know  
 
Arsenic-eating microbe may redefine chemistry of life 
 
Open research casts doubt on arsenic life 
 
"This Paper Should Not Have Been Published“ 
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http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/12/02/nasa-new-life-arsenic-bacteria_n_791094.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/12/02/nasa-new-life-arsenic-bacteria_n_791094.html
http://www.nature.com/news/2010/101202/full/news.2010.645.html
http://www.nature.com/news/2010/101202/full/news.2010.645.html
http://www.nature.com/news/2010/101202/full/news.2010.645.html
http://www.nature.com/news/2011/110809/full/news.2011.469.html
http://www.nature.com/news/2011/110809/full/news.2011.469.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/science/2010/12/this_paper_should_not_have_been_published.html


5.- Credibility 
Arsenic vs Neutrinos: how to do things right 
 
Neutrinos: 

 
Speed-of-light results under scrutiny at Cern 
 
New test finds neutrinos still faster than light 
 
     The difference: 
 CERN researchers have asked for critical analysis and 

replication of the results, hoping to get confirmation of 
their findings.   
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5.- Credibility 

“Credibility is hard to build  

and easy to lose…” 

 
Credibility report: 

http://www.spacetelescope.org/static/projects/credibility/credibility_report.pdf  
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6.- Strategy and funding 

If you are preparing a project… 
 Remember your strategy for outreach must be 

from the beginning of the project (early stage). 
o Be professional-  

o Budget (2% recommended, minimum 0,5%) 

o Audience 

o Training course (like this one) 

o Re-use things (complete rather than compete) 

o Planification 

o Clear prioritys and clear messages 

o Evaluate 
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7.- EPOD department? Use it. 
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From the book “The hands-on guide for science communicators”, written by Lars Lindberg Christensen (ESO EPO Department), Springer, 2007. 



Workflow 
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Workflow 
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Workflow 
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And the most important result of all this process:  

CULTURE 



8.- Materials 
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ESO communication resources 
 
CAP Journal (Communicating Astronomy to the Public) 
 
The hand’s on guide for science communicators 
 

Communicating Astronomy with the Public (IAU Division XII comission 55) 
 
Outrageous Outreach — Unconventional ways of communicating astronomy 
with the public 
 
NASA/Mars Odyssey Themis website  
 
ESA/Space Telescope  
 
NASA/JPL/Cassini-Huygens 

http://www.eso.org/public/outreach/communication-resources.html
http://www.eso.org/public/outreach/communication-resources.html
http://www.eso.org/public/outreach/communication-resources.html
http://www.eso.org/public/outreach/communication-resources.html
http://www.capjournal.org/index.php
http://issuu.com/eso_observatory/docs/scicomm_sample?mode=embed&layout=http://skin.issuu.com/v/color/layout.xml&backgroundColor=FFFFFF&showFlipBtn=true
http://www.communicatingastronomy.org/index.html
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http://saturn.jpl.nasa.gov/
http://saturn.jpl.nasa.gov/


8.- Materials 
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Social networks:  
 
Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/ESOAstronomy 
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanSpaceAgency 

 
Twitter 
https://twitter.com/#!/marscuriosity   
https://twitter.com/#!/CERN  

 
Youtube 
http://www.youtube.com/user/CERNTV 
http://www.youtube.com/user/NASAtelevision 

https://www.facebook.com/ESOAstronomy
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanSpaceAgency
https://twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/CERNTV
http://www.youtube.com/user/NASAtelevision


9.- Multiformat Outreach Laboratory  
(Exercise from Pilar Perla and Elena Sanz, developed during the Campus Gutenberg de la 
Comunicación y la Cultura Científica, Barcelona 14-15 September 2011) 

 

LKCA 15: A YOUNG EXOPLANET CAUGHT AT FORMATION?  

- New on a newspaper 

- Radio new 

- Post on a blog  

- TV story board (TV news) 

… 
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http://arxiv.org/abs/1110.3808
http://arxiv.org/abs/1110.3808


10.- Why? 
 
 

 

To remember the real meaning of what you do every day 
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